
Are You Hepatitis B Positive and Pregnant?

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

if you are pregnant and have hepatitis B:

Babies born to mothers infected with hepatitis B are at high

risk of becoming infected if they are not treated. Babies who

are infected may die of liver disease or liver cancer as adults.

Although you have hepatitis B, there is treatment that can

prevent hepatitis B infection in your baby and household

members. Follow these steps to fully protect them:

ake sure your baby gets three shots of hepatitis B vaccine.

Since you have hepatitis B, your baby needs Hepatitis B

Immune Globulin (HBIG) and the first shot of hepatitis B

vaccine at birth. A second shot of vaccine is needed at 1-2

months of age and a third shot at 6 months of age.

It is extremely important for your baby to get all three shots of

vaccine on time for full protection.
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Have your baby tested after he/she has gotten all three shots
of hepatitis B vaccine.

After your baby gets all three shots of hepatitis B vaccine, a

blood test needs to be done to make sure your baby is fully

protected. Babies born to mothers infected with hepatitis B

need to be tested 3 to 9 months after the third shot.

ake sure your household members get three shots of
hepatitis B vaccine if they are not already protected.

Since you have hepatitis B, your household members need to

be tested for hepatitis B. This includes your sex partner, your

children, relatives, and anyone else living with you. If test

results show they are not already protected, they need to get

three shots of hepatitis B vaccine.

IT IS IMPORTANT TO FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO FULLY

PROTECT YOUR BABY AND HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS.

To request this publication
in an alternative format,
please call 1-800-525-0127.

Hepatitis B Program
DOH Pub 348-044 (12/97)
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Dear Colleague,

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) is pleased to provide camera-
ready art for printing this educational material. To ensure that the original quality of
the piece is maintained, please read and follow the instructions below and the
specifications included for professional printing.

• Use the latest version. DOH materials are developed using the most current
information available, are checked for clinical accuracy, and are field tested
with the intended audience to ensure they are clear and readable. DOH
programs make periodic revisions to educational materials, so please check
this web site to be sure you have the latest version. DOH assumes no
responsibility for the use of this material or for any errors or omissions.

• Do not alter. We are providing this artwork with the understanding that it
will be printed without alterations and copies will be free to the public. Do
not edit the text or use illustrations or photographs for other purposes
without first contacting us. Please do not alter or remove the DOH logo,
publication number or revision date. If you want to use a part of this
publication for other purposes, contact the Office of Health Promotion first.

• For quality reproduction: Low resolution PDF files are intended for black
and white or color desktop printers. They work best if you are making only
one or two copies. High resolution PDF files are intended for reproducing
large quantities and are set up for use by professional offset print shops. The
high resolution files also include detailed printing specifications. Please match
them as closely as possible and insist on the best possible quality for all
reproductions.

If you have questions, contact:
Office of Health Promotion
P.O. Box 47833 Olympia, WA  98504-7833
(360) 236-3736

Sincerely,
Health Education Resource Exchange Web Team
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